Unearthing the Truth: Joseph Smith’s Treasure Digging Origins

THE TREASURE DIGGING FORMULA
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A WELL-KNOWN SCAM

Contemporaries like Benjamin Franklin described
treasure digging as a fruitless search for
imaginary treasure that ruined families.
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k. THE GUARDIAN SPIRIT
NARRATIVE
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THE MAGIC "TO'OLKIT _ Folklore claimed buried treasure was
The process required a “seer” (Joseph Smith) protected by guardian spirits, and if a dig
using a “peep stone” placed in a hat to block failed, the treasure was deemed
out light and "see” hidden things. "slippery” or the spirit was offended.

THE BOOK OF MORMON BLUEPRINT
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SAME METHOD,
NEW PURPOSE

Joseph Smith used the exact same stone-
in-a-hat method from his treasure digging
days to "translate” the Book of Mormon.

SAME STORY,
NEW CHARACTERS

The treaasure digging narrative was repurposed:
the “guaardian spirit” became the Angel Moroni and
the “buriried treasure” became the Gold Plates.

SAME EXCUSES,
NEW SCRIPTURE

The “slippery treasure” concept is
written directly into the Book of
Mormon (Helaman 13), justifying
why riches disappear.
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