REWRITING REVELATION:

How the LDS Doctrine & Covenants Was Changed

The Doctrine & Covenants (D&C) is foundational LDS scripture, presented
as direct revelations from God. Comparing the 1835 D&C to its 1833
predecessor, the “Book of Commandments,” reveals significant text

changes, altering core doctrines and historical narratives.

THE OFFICIAL CLAIM:
“Unchanged Words of God”
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“None of the early
Revelations of the church
have been revised.”

— Apostie Hugh B. Brown
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Specifically stated D&C
sections 5 and 7 stand
as originally printed.
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“.there has heenno
tampering with
God’s word.”

» — Apostie John Widtsoe

Claimed the whole
body of church laws has
remained unchanged.

THE DOCUMENTED REALITY:
Key Alterations

A Prophet’s Power Was Expanded (D&C 5)

Original

“...he shall pretend to no
other gift, for | will grant
him no other gift.”

(Book of Commandments, 1833) |  (Doctrine & Commants, 1833)

| Changed

- “.this is the first gift... |
~ will grant you no other gift
until it is finished.”

Priesthood Authority Was Retrofitted (D&C 7)

Original
Revelation

“gift of working
with the cprotd”
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Original Changed

(1835 Revelation) (Doctrina & Covenants, 1835) ,
143 words total, with no 252 words total, with new” ||
mention of keys or ministry | text added: “...unto you three |
from Peter, James, and | will give this power and
John. the keys of this ministry...” ||
|

1833 Book of
Commandments

“gift of working “the gift
with the rod”

1833 Doctrine
& Covenants

of Aaron”

The 1835 D&C included a

. clear statement on marriage:
. “one man should have one wife.”
. This was removed in 1876
. after polygamy became

church practice. E
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