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1. PROXIMITY
& GROOMING.

Targeting young women
living in the Smith home

as domestic help or fosters.

Key Insight:
Access was establlshed
before the proposal.

The Story: Joseph was hesitant 4 4
and only Eractlced polygamy g
od commanded it. a

The Implication: Random,
reluctant compllance

The Reality: Proposals followed
distinct, coercive patterns.

The Implication: Calculated
strategy and grooming.
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THE PROPOSAL PLAYBOOK

2. VULNERABILITY.

Leveraging financial
instability or the recent
loss of a parent.

Key Insight:
Positioning himself as
a "protector” or father

figure.

4. THE ANGEL WITH
A DRAWN SWORD.

The ultimate threat.

Key Quote:
An angel would kill
him if the woman
refused.

INTERMEDIARIES.

Using older plural wives
to “soften up” or recruit
prospective brides.

Key Insight:
Testing receptweness
without personal risk.
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THE “RELUCTANT” POLYGAMIST?

An Analysis of Joseph Smith’s Proposal Patterns (LDS Discussions Ep. 26)
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. Status: Teenager living in the
. Smith home: mother deceased;
. father sent on a mission.

Tactic: The Ultimatum.

Verbatim Quote: She had “24
hours to decide” or the “gate will
be closed forever.”

KEY CONCEPT:

CONSENT VS. COERCION.

When a spiritual leader
tells a dependent teenager
her family's eternal salvation
relies on marriage, is it
free agency?
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SISTERS
(EMILY & ELIZA)

] Status: GrE
the Smith household.

HUNTINGTON |
JACOBS

Status: Married to Henry Jacobs;
»7| pregnant.

Tactic: Polyandry & Spiritual Threat. |

~ Tactic: Deception & The “Sham”
Wedding.

THE PARTRIDGE |

hans living in |
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: : _ : Secret Wedding: The Sham:
Key Detail: Smith persisted despite Married JDSEph Joseph [!:erfurms |
her marriage. wi:]trmllzt Emlmda a sn]'-;-cun ?'Eddln |
Outcome: Henry Jacobs was sent Smith's knowledge. in front of Emma |
on multiple missions while Zina | to pacify her
remained behind with Smith. | Cost: Sisters forced to pretend the
| first marriage never happened
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KEY CONCEPT:
PSYCHOLOGICAL IMPACT.

their own hesitation as
“selfish disobedience.”

OFFICIAL VS. HISTORY
The video argues “Gospel

DIVINE

Source: Mormon Stories Podcast | LDS Discussions Ep. 26. Hosts: John Dehlin, Mike (LDS Discussions), Alicia (Faith Unraveled). Disclaimer: Summary based on the historical review presented in the video.

Conditioning women to view

Topics Essays” omit disturbing
details like bride ages, specific
threats, and sham weddings
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