The Book of Mormon’s 8 Witnhesses: Solid Proof or Family Affair?

The Church presents the "Testimony of the Eight Witnesses" as

An Insular Group: e
All Wit W £ T Eamili concrete proof of golden plates. However, historical accounts reveal
Iitheésses vvere Trom 1wWo Families significant issues questioning their reliability and experience.
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X ) Conflicting Stories:
= IS . The “Where"” and “How” Kept Changing
%’l <. " could not foel more satisfied and at rest :f\é Accounts contradict whether they saw the plates in a grove
b - ﬁ the entire Whitmer family had testified.” | or a house, all at once or in two separate groups of four.
‘@ Z -~ MarkTwain, satirizing the lack of independent A "Magic Worlidview” Observers or Believers?
, witnesses in 1871 “Roughing it” /| : ; . ; .
7 N The witnesses were immersed in folk magic, using seer
stones for revelation, making their objectivity questionable.

Deceived by a “Devil's Stone"?
VISUALIZING CONTRADICTIONS:

Physical Descriptions of the Plates
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Hiram Page's Seer Stone  Declared as “Devil's” by Joseph Smith Thickness — 4 to 6 inches <_— 05inches A Pressured Testimo ny?
Witness Hiram Page used ..which Joseph Smith then = I A contemporary 1838 letter states
a seer stone for declared were from the devil, e Martin Harris claimed the eight witnesses
revelations... showing their susceptibility to Contents ;"::f;#; tlyrgtpll(ee?ents' “never saw ths pc:attez" E':-?E were
persuaded to do it.

spiritual deception.
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