The Book of Mormon on Trial: Examining the Evidence from the CES Letter

The CES Letter raises significant questions about the Book of Mormon’s official origin story, focusing on the disconnect between its narrative and real-world findings in archaeology, geography, and 19th-century history.

THE WORLD OF THE BOOK OF MORMON VS. THE REAL WORLD

Claims of Great
BOOK OF MORMON NARRATIVE Civilizations

Millions of People,
Large-Scale Wars, Cities

REAL-WORLD EVIDENCE

Zero Archaeological
Backing

"Archaeologically
speaking, It is a clean hill."

John E. Clark, Director of BYU's
archeeological organization,
on the Hill Cumorah. ,,

A Tale of Two Geographies

ORIGINAL CLAIM LATER APOLOGIST THEORY
(Joseph Smith & Early Leaders) '

Limited Geography in Mesoamerica

Sites in North America to explain lack of evidence

IS THE BOOK OF MORMON A 19TH-CENTURY PRODUCT?

Echoes of Contemporary 19th-Century Texts
THE BOOK OF MORMON VIEW OF THE HEBREWS / THE LATE WAR

Shared Thematic &
Narrative Parallels
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Significant (==
Similarities

Evolving Theology: The Nature of God Changes Over Time

ORIGINAL TEXT LATER EDITED TEXT
(Trinitarian/Modalist) (Josaph Smith's Evolving Theology)

One Being, Separate Beings
Different Modes (God, Jesus, Holy Ghost)

A 75-Day Miracle or an 11-Year Process?

e T, 1827 3 s . 4
Begins teliing family Receives the “plates” Completes the translation
stories from the book. and begins work. with Oliver Cowdery.

While apologists cite a rapid translation, Joseph Smith had over a decade to develop the narrative.
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