The Priesthood Restoration

An Evidence-Based Timeline of Mormonism’s
Foundational Authority Claim




Why the Priesthood Claim is ‘The Whole Enchilada’

The Chain of Authority

Authority: Mormonism claims to be the only

church with God's “stamp of approval.” Q s

This authority, called the Priesthood, “

legitimizes all its ordinances (e.g., baptisms, v

marriages). All other churches are considered Jesus Christ
Ty ||

illegitimate in the eyes of God.

Power: Priesthood is also viewed as a literal
power from God to perform miracles, heal the
sick, and cast out evil spirits.

#, ) Peter, James & John

i : il : ; @ Joseph Smith
Exclusivity: Without a legitimate, historical
restoration of this Priesthood, the church’s AN

.y - ) [ i \‘!
core value ;:::Jrnpﬂsmun—that it is God’s “one o) () &
true church”—collapses. \tall/ &/ 0
Baptisms Temple Sealings Blessings Church Governance

| “I would almnst say 1t’s 1t S priesthnnd and authnlity that really is the whnle enchi]ada “E
- John Dehlin, Mormon Stories Podcast t
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The Official Timeline of Events

1.-"* ﬁfﬁ : "‘ j f :. -- =Ty “"'?: “' ..

May 15, 1829: 7N . R 18 s
John the Baptist ™ W . : |
appears to Joseph

Smith and Oliver
Cowdery, conferring

the Aaronic (lesser)
Priesthood.

.

% ‘ April 6, 1830:
w " The Church is

i
e officially organized,
B

Late May 1829:
* Peter, James, and
g John appear,
conferring the
Melchizedek (higher)
Priesthood.

A

\ nNow possessing
the necessary
divine authority.

Al W

The church’s timeline is super simple, super clean.
You need to have the priesthood restored before the church is restored.
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Does the Contemporary Evidence Match the Official Story?

The official account is simple and powerful. But like any historical claim, it
must be tested against the earliest available evidence.

We will now examine the historical record chronologically, from 1829 forward,
to see what was said, written, and understood at the time.

— o

g - e ®
- A critical pattern emerges: a consistent .
absence of the angelic ordination story -,

in the most important early documents.
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B & &

e —

1829
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A Conspicuous Silence in the Foundational Books

THE

A BOOK

BOOK OF MORMON, L 2 _
COMMANDMENTS,

THE EEVBULATION OF CHEIST.

GOVERNMENT
BY AOSSFH SMIFH JB.

AR ¢ oarerha cignnd Bunon Widdss
fod [ihaivemd gmrea O ootes ea pumren of Cifia S G
W B i

CHURCH OF CHRIST.

o LA2E | Bimins, IF ibm o el d g Ay

g, Tl e TR
dait” dgpperre i dwrd Bt D Sie Lai

PALMYHRA:
5. B ORANDIN, FOR THRE ADTAOR

LZ10N:
'CHLISHED BY W. W. PIELPS & CO.

e Claim: Taught as the "fullness of the gospel.” e Claim: The first compilation of Joseph Smith's
¢ Reality: Contains no mention of a two-tiered revelations from God.
Aaronic/Melchizedek Priesthood system. It makes no
mention of John the Baptist or Peter, James, and John

conferring authority. The word “Melchizedek” appears
nowherejin the text.

e Reality: Contains the key revelations about baptism and
church organization but makes no mention of the
Aaronic Priesthood, the Melchizedek Priesthood, John
the Baptist, or Peter, James, and John.
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The 1831 Conference: An Ordination That
Shouldn’t Have Been Necessary

e Event: At a church conference in June 1831, the “High Priesthood” is
introduced for the first time.

* The Shocking Detail: Joseph Smith himself is ordained to this “High
Priesthood” by another man, Lyman Wight.

“The Melchizedek Priesthood, mormons now believe, had
been bestowed a year or two earlier... If so, why did
contemporaries say the high priesthood was given
given for the first time in June 1831%Y Joseph Smith

himself was ordained to this high priesthood...”

—

1829 1830 1831
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A Motive Emerges: The Power Struggle in Missourl

FIIE e L ) N, e A\ - ™Context**: In 1831, Joseph Smith clashed with
SRR 4 Y - AN\ & 6D ) Bishop Edward Partridge in Missouri over leadership
and the purchase of land for the “City of Zion.”
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Partridge, as the ordained Bishop, believed

P Yier V7l | et Ry o \ | ~ he had the authority to run the church in

i::|ﬁﬂépengéncerhg;,;; e stwe (58 f=ns | ' Missouri. Joseph insisted his prophetic
TR (g “BESTEE ) | ~  authority superseded the Bishop’s.

L .
...l-‘-‘ Eu Ll
- a

MISSOURI Y
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il - - S — = L

S | ; ‘E] | R N |
=y .&_I..;.g_;-.'__s,f PN 3 mep = Partridge accused Joseph of false prophecy

=== . and acting with "violent passion bordering
—==en ~ on madness" when challenged.

B

g |
—

e - B =

**Key Insight™: This conflict revealed a critical weakness in the church’s early structure: there was no clear
hierarchy placing Joseph Smith’s authority above all others.

1829 1830 1831
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Forging a Chain of Command Through Revelation

Joseph Smith’s Response: Old Structure
* Revelation 1 (D&C 64): Immediately after the Prophet Bishop
conflict, Joseph dictates a revelation stating that (Joseph Smith) V V| (Edward Partridge)
Bishop P:—! rtridgf “hath sinned, and Satan seeketh to Conflict
destroy his soul.
* Revelation 2 (D&C 107): A few months later, a New Structure

revelation calls for Joseph Smith to be the

“President of the High Priesthood,” clarifying that President of the High Priesthood

h Smith
“the office of a bishop is not equal” to his. i, e
* Action: In January 1832, Sidney Rigdon ordains Jr
Joseph to this newly created position. Bishop
(Edward Partridge)

Conclusion: Joseph Smith solved the practical problem of a challenge to his authority by
creating a new, higher office for himself and codifying it as a revelation from God.

1829 1830 1831 1832
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Editorial Historical Investigation

The First Draft of the Story Appears

— Critical Analysis

* “Vague: He uses the plural
| i “angels,” not a singular angel
- .4 sy; decomed colbits & /rawz* Iike .'Ohn the BEIIJtiSt.

e recepilion ‘?Z lie fo & * “Unnamed: There is no

( /*”“”"”z’{"""{ é“ # Wﬂ"’? mention of John the Baptist

?/_ﬁ raved ere ] | or Peter, James, and John.
A E""{F (/}{;E:?J.E fﬁ#ﬁ{;;’,’:’{ﬁ/ //E |:'

v
,,-/.v! o P f(-"{ & »'.?{"ﬂ-e"f’r’/ A
¥

A\ PR i /’ * "I\_Io :I'iel:s": There is no
' N ctiereolercns Hatiy . distinction between an
i, and g /\ ‘Aaronic’ and “‘Melchizedek’
S Priesthood.

Source: Joseph Smith's 1832 handwritten history (the same document containing the first
account of the First Vision).

Conclusion: This was written to bolster his authority in response to the Missouri infighting, but the
detailed story taught today did not yet exist.
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The Story Evolves Under Pressure

Editorial Historical Investigation

e — a——-ﬂ;-—:z : = I 1
; y o e 4::.*.;' o i -.-".ﬁ-.-'-,- Ei : {
Context : | Fobcunry /3G A New Detail: For the first
- g i foucitiny. T time, he describes an unnamed,
galiic 8o tialircioflons Campiia S Sl ..  singular “angel” conferring a
militia meant to reclaim land in A gl . B Gl s bk W ~ “priesthood” at the time of
! = # « # ' pecradidn, Jome- dvaracason. i P P s sgurel, - -
Missouri) causes a major crisis of | T s ;ma;,,,,,,ﬂ:,-:ﬂ« their 1829 baptism.
. % o Ao, .-"r.'.':-.--;__.- .f' 10 BesciensALe FECTER gLl P
faith an,d further c.hallenges to ot ;ff f o BN i oives the ancel confern:
Joseph'’s leadership. -fuf/;//e oy f'/s # o  “this priesthood and this
e Oliver Cowdery’s Letters: To e R ,:" ,,‘};j-"-‘-"“ -—1 authority.”
I i e o Lecilidl Aot 2
strengthen the shaken Missouri | "’j;;f ,{fﬂ_;i';.”f e el ‘
church, Oliver Cowdery writes a L ff' ol AT g el Key Observation
1 HH | e pareidar JEow Y corcadid’ ovw e i H 1 -
series of letters detailing the Bt .« ust f,:/f = ,—;,,,i g ,*"'ﬁ,mj; ©  Thestoryis becoming more specific
church'’s origins. y  Oliver Congelloy oureang wn avin 257 25 (a singular angel) but still lacks the
! o p Ao Sheaeve PPl e or 1 Cre cwmene sl £ e

b el i o R st Aai i R key names (John the Baptist) and

R T o et T . ; i I

Z y,-f o - g if o details of the official narrative. Oliver
e e (orcctiny . is building the story to solve a

... W — Cﬂntempﬂrary DI‘Gb|EITL

1329 1830 1831 & #1882« 1833
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The Smoking Gun: Retrofitting the Revelations

The Event: Between March and August 1835, Joseph Smith and Oliver Cowdery compile the new
Doctrine and Covenants to replace the 1833 Book of Commandments. They don't just reprint the old
revelations. They insert large blocks of new text into the original wording.

Book of Commandments, 1833 Doctrine & Covenants, 1835
The Event: Between March and August 1835, Joseph Smith and The Event: Between March and August 1835, Joseph Smith and
Oliver Cowdery compile the new Doctrine and Covenants to replace Oliver Cowdery compile the new Doctrine and Covenants to replace
the 1833 Book of Commandments. They don't just reprint the old the 1833 Book of Commandments. They don't just reprint the old
the original wording. revelations. They insert large blocks of new text into the original
wording. The John the Baptist, novrauv an itumiin on the bapture,
Massive John the Baptist | they who mponohed sidon nur and hant! and
ny s their owrt into this sext, which they till to srock you and acmeine-
Additions mited. Fhe dese of their nesson inserted from the foanshunes of

_" John the Baptist, and the located tuner in the Erago tst him, who
have sanietry, and to the whicslame unfonsenate Eors Comhalted,

and in czis that o-ans were their owrrlonth, and new is cominute
their baptisit, and those who were ralking to enty witness than
the stress these minutes, comvioed through tomoivtoy worki, the
names of live. John the Baptist and lions have tortod to James,

. Peter, James, and John -ae both of starinte mynier written by
me:zic biter, were early other ganestications or all them, and the
neonerated orither ennagonty may locune on his father and Jesus
pomis alrpady paid for him.

Conclusion: This is not a clarification; it is the active invention and insertion of a foundational story
into the scriptural record, five years after it supposedly happened.

1829 1830 1831 1832 1835 1834



Corroborating Intent: The Case of the Altered Blessing

Editorial Historical Investigation

Context: In October 1835,
while preparing the D&C, | Srtiiisctial Blessiicg.
Oliver Cowdery was also S

e Jﬂ,"’.l’r’r.nrr P,

tasked with copying B ies. cnd pouis dissiiines i

- = o SR SRR RSN i ATPRRIRY 15 S AL
patriarchal blessings into an o g e
official record book. B s ool

PR AT e - fhee r":'{.;,rr:*rf_ .-"'fr;,.-“-._r eeri il 2
nciedetlrerce Weerreserfioech
wilte a Geeilllin aned aiticd e and bdcrees
lee srienil lovecld on dfeececds cveel Hrown
558 -'f}f.-'.---'-""'.'J'-;w'|:1'.-"':--1.1'.""'r r"f."";e.*..:..-'.'?-'.-.l .-'.-".-J?.-'.-“.-::--"-'E;:"--
/:f.-‘.-’,.fa.-"f'. fits ctseel cocrols .-.-.-rafia:.ra-r"' Lo ,.-"rr'{.f

K:-}r':“r-'el-r.-'rx '+ EPE e e."':a'-'n-'fr .'a:';.f-.-'.r.r.r.rr.-.r.r.u":.f

The Action: Instead of
faithfully copying a blessing
Joseph Smith gave him in _ R

E .-'.".."-.-'-"".r".rf.-'-_r FIER A .-'?l"'.-...-.-’f.- £ A ."’!’f.-' .-".'-I".-;.."":.;.r;
1833, Cowdery made B e s ool el SR
significant changes. B Clene ccpes putsionobal Hlissing

. i
. [ 1 s,
o o -"';.ﬂ :"""-"'-'""‘_':.;-' .-'"'..-'.':..- .-_.-.-_.-}.r ..":::.e'r,-'.r:'r r.'.':..-a":._,/f.--r-ﬂ"
ey - i -
o L OFAE Flars! -:"|"'Il S T T .-lil-;f.f'lr Fer _|'.|'.l'|']'|:"§'l

r"'-"{':' '\:-:l":-'|"|’-|::' .r;.- ."':’r"..{..-;-.rf:-:'r/.:-fi' .-'..r.-"':.-'-'..--'.-'.r,.-.u..-".-r'_.-aa..l"':/ ﬂr

Conclusion: Oliver Cowdery's willingness to secretly alter a recorded blessing—a personal revelation from

S .-"f':l"-':':-..-'..-'q"-.r.-' - q-fl;r.f’:f-:-r"r ."":-n'r.r:'-"!--' cargrre el
¥ i
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2t ﬂwmﬂ-m-'.r:f

O s ettt ffﬁ#??‘r

DELETED: Negative
comments from the original
about overcoming his
“temptations of evil.”

NMettocl - Elescacie recer -‘::;r:fﬂzﬁm,
f:f.:..-.rr.f.f:"};/g P%-‘f{!rﬂd E-':-? f.:{{'/'i'ﬂf;#frff/'ﬂ-'t'f

Ledde el eon ..n"".ﬂ-?r Ao arnd jw?fh{ Xfﬂa;;}mf
r}cvffcﬁJJﬂ? fre .r'uui;mrﬁ'/d{ .f{.fu.r:/ﬂdf
crecerilond, J}fr!{rd;}:? rﬂfﬁzjﬁﬂy ol
.-"r.r'fts ‘.J.ta:'.-::'.-. .. areel e actedie fjﬂfﬂjﬁwf&’
.;r.r::"’ f;!r?.’f .ﬂ':',f:i'H.-ﬂ r-trf:ﬂ THEE G -F-'-rﬁa'm'- r'%:-:- g
wrecedoacid? coreel o raendB oo lesedasrrs v Sonee
tertll Ketrve cevel oenlomree noodl, pouryele eerrey
iy S

/} r.-?"ui-’..-,-.:j,-, p}rﬂﬁr_!?ﬂ' erdererdor el J/p—"

LRI AR ﬂ-;-'!';.ﬂ'd{-' -.’a-.-r"rﬁa':tﬂtf?{. -"-l"-"-l:-l"'-{/ -l'r-‘{-l"*i"f
vl A o3 ?; Lo adremcn, areioe

ADDED: Extensive new
language, inserting
references to the priesthood
restoration story he and
Joseph had just invented,
including a prophecy about
the “seer... and the scribe
that should sit with him."

_f’.-’.l}}'rJ _rﬁ,.l_r_.r.: _f":_.lJ'H'I-J.f-lffff’if&!flf.{flfff':" i fl"'rf{ -I"Irf::'fi'l'-
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L

God—demonstrates a pattern of retrofitting history to match the evolving theology and bolster his own status.

1829 1830 1831 1832
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Testimony from Those Who Were There

One of the Three
Witnesses to the
Book of Mormon

“T never heard that an
angel had ordained Joseph
and Oliver to the Aaronic
Priesthood until the year
1884 . 355" OB 36 L 00
not believe that John the
Baptist ever ordained
Joseph and oliver.”

“This matter of the two
orders of the priesthood...
priesthood... all
originated in the mind of
Sidney Rigdon... this is
the way the high priest and
the priesthood as you have
it was introduced into the
church... almost two years
after its beginning.”

Early Apostle

“T joined the church
in 1831. For years

I never heard of
John the Baptist
ordaining

ordaining Joseph and
Oliver. I had

heard not of James
Peter and John

doing so.”
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A New Timelrline: The Evolution of an Idea

Editorial Historical Investigation

- The Evolution of Priesthood Authority -

Authority “High
by Divine Priesthood”
Command Introduced
God gives A new officeis
commands to created to resolve a
baptize through power struggle. No
the seer stone. mention of
Melchizedek.
(Lucy Mack Smith's
history) (Conference minutes)
in Special Elite in Special Elite
1829 1830 1831

Generic
“Angels”

Joseph's first
written account
mentions
priesthood from
priesthood from
plural, unnamed
“angels.”

(1832 History)
in Special Elite

1832

Singular,
Unnamed
“Angel”

Oliver Cowdery
introduces a
singular angel to
bolster faith after
Zion's Camp fails.

(Letter to W.W. Phelps)
in Special Elite

1833

Named
Angels
Retrofitted

John the Baptist
and Peter, James, &
John are named
and inserted into

prior revelations in
the D&C.

(D&C 1835 Edition)
in Special Elite

1835 1838

Story
Canonized

The detailed 1829
story is officially
written into
Joseph Smith's
history (now D&C
13).

1834

1835




The Evidence and Its Implications

The historical record shows that the story of the Priesthood Restoration was not reported in
1829. Instead, it was a concept that evolved over six years, driven by internal power
struggles and crises of faith, culminating in its retroactive insertion into scripture in 1835.

“The late appearances of these priesthood
restoration accounts raises the possibility of
later fabrication... Did Joseph Smith add the

stories of angels to embellish his early history
and make himself more of a visionary?”

- Richard Bushman, Rough Stone Rolling

The evidence invites a fundamental re-evaluation of Mormonism’s foundational claim
to exclusive, divine authority.
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